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Introduction

The FamilySearch tree is the world’s largest online family tree. When
working on “your” tree, you are contributing to this tree with the aim of
helping create a global, unified family tree for mankind. The big
advantage to collaborating on the FamilySearch tree is that different
descendants of your ancestors may have more information about them
than you do. Working together will help you create a more complete and
accurate tree than you could on your own.

The collaborative nature of the FamilySearch tree can bring frustration to
some. Because information about your ancestors has often been added
to the FamilySearch tree by other users, many people wonder about the
accuracy of the information. Others get frustrated when changes get
made to “their” ancestors. 

Climbing Your Branch of the FamilySearch Family Tree was broadcast
live online at RootsTech 2024. A recording of that presentation is still
available. You can watch it at https://youtu.be/syLbUblSnj4?
si=1KpAnz7enFV6D43U.
  
This workbook was designed as a companion to the RootsTech
presentation. It can also be used on its own. Read the information and
repeat the exercises as you climb your branch of the FamilySearch tree.
As you continue working through the process, you will gain confidence in
your ability to analyze and add to your branch of the tree.

Best of luck on your climb!

https://youtu.be/syLbUblSnj4?si=1KpAnz7enFV6D43U
https://youtu.be/syLbUblSnj4?si=1KpAnz7enFV6D43U


Prior to climbing your family tree, you will need some navigational skills. The
Family History Guide  is a great resource to help you learn the basics of using
the FamilySearch website. Answer yes or no to each question below, then visit
https://thefhguide.com > Learning Paths > FamilySearch > Project 1:
Navigate the Family Tree to find lessons to help you with each item you are
unsure of.

Navigating FamilySearch

Do I know how to edit details for an ancestor?
(Goal 6A)

Do I know how to standardize dates and places?  
(Goal 6A)

Do I know how to add and remove relationships?  
(Goals 6C and 6D)

Do I know how to attach and detach sources?
(Goal 8C)

Do I know how to merge and unmerge individuals?
(Goals 11A and 11B)

Y N

For added confidence navigating FamilySearch, visit
https://www.thefhguide.com/goal-tiles-fs.html to walk through all lessons in

Project 1: Navigate the Family Tree.
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The FAMILY acronym
for Genealogy Research

We will be utilizing the steps in this acronym as we climb our branch of the
FamilySearch family tree. 

Learn more about the research process in my FREE online course,
Research 101: Tools and Techniques for Beginning Genealogists. You

can find it here: https://alicechilds.com/courses/research-101/.
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https://alicechilds.com/courses/research-101/


Effective genealogy research focuses on one problem at a time. As you work to
verify the accuracy of your tree and resolve problems, a similar approach is
necessary. Here are the steps to take to approach your tree in an organized
way:

 Choose a familial line to work on.1.

   2. Focus on one generation at a time, starting with the most recent generation
       and moving backward in time. 

   3. Examine details and sources about one person, their spouse, and their
       children before moving up to the next generation.

Find Someone to Research
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Two Possible Strategies

Verify each generation in the family, starting with your link to your parents and then
each parent’s link to their parents, moving back generation by generation. This might
work well if your family all lived in the same area for generations.

Strategy One:

Strategy Two:

Follow a single line. Go back on that line until you hit a problem spot – one that
will require a lot of extra research before you can move on. Then move on to a
different line and do the same thing, backtracking to catch all the ancestors on
the line.

What Strategy Will You Follow?
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Once you have your plan mapped out, the next step is to analyze what is already
known about the first research subject. Look at the information on the person’s
Details page, Sources page, and Memories page. Look at the original records when
they are available, and compare details contained in the records with what has been
added to the person’s details page.

Ask yourself the following questions:

Are there complete names, dates, and places for each vital event for this
ancestor, their spouse, and their children?
Are there documentary sources that corroborate each piece of information?
Are there details in the sources that have not been added to the ancestor’s
Details page?
Do any details conflict?
Have any family members been missed?
Have extra people who don’t belong to this family been added?

Analyze What is Already
Known

5



Ancestor Vital Events Worksheet

Directions: Complete one worksheet for every couple you wish to evaluate. If
a person married more than one spouse, fill in a separate sheet for each
couple. Make extra copies of this page as needed.
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Evidence Analysis

After familiarizing yourself with the information on the person’s profile page and in
their sources, it is time to check for accuracy. This is where something called
Evidence Analysis comes into play. Evidence analysis is the process by which we
determine the reliability of the evidence. Looking at records with an analytical eye
can help us form valid conclusions and resolve conflicts that may arise as we
research. Evidence analysis begins by assessing the physical condition of each
record and making note of such aspects as legibility. Is it possible to misinterpret
what the record says because time or damage has affected its state? 

In addition to the physical condition of the record, genealogists need to be able to
answer three important questions:

  When and how was the source created? Was it created close to the time the 1.
         event happened, or many years later?
   2.  Who provided the information for the source? An eyewitness to the event?
          Someone who learned the information by hearing it from someone else?
   3.  Do the facts in the source directly or indirectly answer the research question?

As genealogists, we idealize original sources created close to the time of the
event, with information provided by an eyewitness, that directly answers the
research question. Of course, sometimes these types of sources don’t exist, and
we often utilize what is available to draw valid conclusions. 
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Evidence Analysis Worksheet

Directions: Analyze each source attached to your ancestor. Your goal is to
have at least some original records created near the time of event, with
information provided by an eyewitness. Make extra copies of this page as
needed.
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Map and Timeline

Utilizing a timeline for each ancestor might help you spot missing information
more easily. A timeline is automatically generated for each person on
FamilySearch and can be accessed by clicking Time Line on their profile page
menu. This timeline is created from details and sources that have been added to
that person’s profile and again, this might be useful for simple evaluation. If your
ancestor’s life events are more complicated, you can use the worksheet on the
next page to create your own timeline.

Toggling on the Map button will help you see your ancestor’s life events on a
map. You can look for inconsistencies on both the map and the timeline.

Once you have determined where your ancestor lived, it will be helpful to learn a
little bit about those locations. When was the county organized? When did the
government start keeping vital records? What are the neighboring counties? You
can visit the FamilySearch Research Wiki to find the answers to these questions.
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Create a Timeline

Directions: Add known events about your ancestor in chronological order. Make
extra copies of this page as needed.
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 Map Worksheet

Directions: Use the FamilySearch Research Wiki to learn a little bit about the
localities where your ancestor lived. Make extra copies of this page as needed.
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What if There are No Sources?

When there are no sources or memories attached to your ancestor, you will need
to do some work to find documentary evidence to validate the information that
has been added to the FamilySearch tree.

There are several different ways to go about this. Start with the easiest records
(what can be thought of as Instant Records) first, then move on to other options if
you don’t find what you need.
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After reviewing all record hints, you can
next use the Search Records Tool on any
ancestor’s profile page to perform a broad
search of each of the available databases.
There are seven search possibilities here.
FamilySearch and Google are free
resources. The other sites are subscription
websites. All can be accessed for free at
FamilySearch family history centers around
the world if you don’t have a subscription.
When you click on one of these options,
FamilySearch will auto-populate a broad
search of each the website for you. You
can then review the search results and
analyze each suggested record to
determine whether it belongs to your
ancestor.

“Instant” Records

The first step is to analyze any
record hints. These hints show
up in the Research Help box on
your ancestor’s profile page.
FamilySearch’s algorithms are
constantly working to match
indexed records in their
database with information about
your ancestor and suggest
records that might belong to 
your ancestor. Click on each record, then Review and Attach to compare
information on the tree with the information for your ancestor. Ensure that names,
dates, and places are a reasonable match before attaching the record. 
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Look for Additional Records
If you get to this point and you still haven’t found records to verify your ancestor’s
life events and relationships, you will need to take a deeper dive to find the
documentation you seek. This is step L in our family acronym. The first thing to do
is to look for what are known as “Home Sources.”

Home Sources are records, photographs, books, family bibles, etc. that are
found in the homes of your ancestor’s descendants. Ask close family members
what they have and if they will share/upload. Consider contacting the person who
added the information to FamilySearch to find  out where they got the
information.

People to Contact About Home Sources

Directions: Make a list of life events for which you have no documentation and
think about who might have home sources for these ancestors. Reach out and
ask if they will share. Make extra copies of this page as needed.
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FamilySearch Messaging

Utilize the FamilySearch messaging system to contact people who have added the
information. Perhaps the person who added the details to your ancestor’s profile is
in possession of birth, marriage, and death certificates, a family bible, or other
helpful sources. To do this, scroll down on your ancestor’s profile page until you
see the Latest Changes box at the right. Click on Show All to view the entire change
history.

Scroll down until you can see where
someone added the details for your
ancestor. At the right, it shows who added
those dates. Perhaps they are in
possession of a record that would
document the dates. I can chat with the
user by clicking their name. This box
appears, showing my relationships to the
user and giving me the option the send a
message via chat or email.
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Focus on Specific Record
Collections

Once you have reached out to family members and other FamilySearch users, if
you still need documentation for your ancestor’s life events, you can start to
focus on specific record collections. There are many different types of records--
these are just a few. Depending on the location, different record types will be
available for different time periods.

Finding Records for Your
Ancestors

Look in the right place:

Boundary Changes
Jurisdictions

What is available for the time period?
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Use the FamilySearch
Research Wiki

We need to be sure we are looking in the right place and time for records for our
ancestors. Things like boundary changes will affect where the records are held for
your ancestor. Different entities also created records. In some places, the church
was told by the government to keep records, so church records are what you will
be looking for. And, different types of records were created at different times in
history.
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Check National, State, and
County “Genealogy” Pages

The page for the locality you are researching in will give you some great clues. In
the box on the right, you can see quick facts about Hocking County, Ohio, including
when it was created, what the parent counties were, and what the neighboring
counties are. Neighboring counties are important, because county borders were just
lines on a map. If your ancestor lived close to the border, perhaps some of their
events were recorded in the neighboring county. The box at the bottom is also very
helpful. It will tell us when major records started being created in the locality we are
researching.
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Record Finder

Country and State Genealogy pages include what is called a “Record Finder.” Each
Record Finder includes tables that show what types of records will help you when
trying to answer specific research questions about your ancestors. If you are
looking for records to document birth, marriage, and death information, look in the
Vital Events section. Here you can see I have a box around a line in the table that
tells what type of records you will want to look at when trying to find a marriage
place and date. It tells us to look first at Vital Records, Church Records, Census
Records, and Newspapers. Those will be the most likely records to hold answers.
Each of these record types is hyperlinked. Clicking the link will take you to a list of
available online records of that type for your chosen locality.
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Keep a Research Log

Keep track of all places you searched for your ancestor. Make extra copies of this
page as needed.
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How Many Sources are
Enough?

No magic number.
Correlate the evidence from multiple sources.
Seek independent sources to verify each life event and
relationship.

Independent sources are
sources in which the

person who provided the
information is different

for each source.
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Attaching Records to Your
Ancestor’s Profile

As you work to find documentary evidence that verifies your ancestor’s life events
and relationships, don’t forget to capture that information on your ancestor’s
FamilySearch profile. Doing this will help others verify the accuracy of the
information. It will also help prevent unwanted changes by other FamilySearch
users as they work on your shared branches in the FamilySearch tree.

Taking the time to verify
and document your

ancestor’s details and
relationships fully is the

best way to prevent
incorrect changes from

being made.
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Three Ways to Attach Records

Attaching sources found in FamilySearch’s database is easy
using  FamilySearch’s built-in tool called Source Linker.

To attach a source from any other website to your ancestor’s
FamilySearch profile, we will use Record Seek.

For anything else, FamilySearch provides a way to attach
sources manually.

To watch a video presentation on each of these methods, visit
https://alicechilds.com/courses/ and Select “3 Easy Ways to Document

Your Ancestor’s Life at FamilySearch.
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Source Linker

Source Linker is a tool that helps you attach a document found in FamilySearch to  
your ancestor. Once you find a document that you think is a match, you should see
a button somewhere on the screen that says Attach to Family Tree.  Click the
button to bring up Source Linker, then compare information from the historical
document on the left to information on the Family tree on the right to see if they
match. Click the green + button to add new information from the document to your
ancestor’s details page. Add a reason why you feel the record is a match for your
ancestor, then click Attach.
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RecordSeek

Go to recordseek.com and install the tool by dragging the
green RecordSeek button to your bookmarks bar. 

Go to the website where the record you want to attach is
found. Highlight information from the record that you want to
include on the source information page.  

Click the RecordSeek bookmark to bring up the bookmark and
follow the prompts in the RecordSeek window.

RecordSeek makes it easy to attach records from other websites to your
ancestors’ FamilySearch profile. Follow three easy steps to use RecordSeek:
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Add a Source Manually

When you have records or other items that you want to add as a source to your
ancestor’s profile page, you can choose to add a source manually. Navigate to
your ancestor’s profile page, click the Sources tab at the top of the page, and
select Add Source. A Create Source box will pop up. Enter in each required piece
of information and click Save. You can add a URL to the record OR upload a photo  
or document as a source.
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Preventing Incorrect
Changes: Add an Alert Note

You can add what is called an “alert note” that will appear at the top of your
ancestor’s profile page to alert other FamilySearch users that important research
has been done on this ancestor. To add an alert note, scroll down to the Notes
box on the right-hand side of your ancestor’s profile page. Check the box to make
the note an “Alert Note,” write a title, and add the note. Here is a template you can
use for the note:

The details and relationships for this person have been carefully analyzed and
verified using original historical documents. Please take the time to study this
documented information before making any changes.
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Personal Genealogy Software can be used to create your own personal copy of
your tree.  This is another way to guard against changes and lost information. Each
one allows you to import your tree from FamilySearch and sync back and forth as
you work.

Below are some popular choices for personal genealogy software. All have free
versions that you can test before making a final decision.

Create a Backup Plan

Ancestral Quest

Family Tree Maker

Legacy Family Tree

RootsMagic
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Always Practice Grace

"By judging others, we blind
ourselves to our own [mistakes] and

to the grace which others are just
as entitled to as we are." 

   - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

As you work to verify your branch of the FamilySearch family tree, you may find that
some of your ancestral lines are quite tangled. Please don’t allow your frustration to
get the best of you. Remember, the most effective way to prevent incorrect
changes is to fully document your ancestor’s life with historical records. If you find
you need to reach out to another FamilySearch patron, do so with grace and
kindness. 
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How did it go?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What can I try as I research my next ancestor?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What questions do I have? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

You Did It!
After working through the process to verify the life events and relationships for
one ancestor, take the time to reflect and celebrate! This has been a lot of work,
but it is time well spent. 
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